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I went to the hospital because my tummy was 
poorly. The doctors and nurses were very friendly 
and helpful.

The Doctor said that an operation would make my 
tummy feel better. She explained that I would be 
on a children’s ward with other children.  
She said I would have a 
special team of people 
looking after me. 

I asked if Teddy could 
come too and the Doctor 
said he could.

Hello 
my name is Sam 

and this is 
Teddy
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Mum thought it 
would be a good 

idea to read me a 
book about going 

to hospital. 

I wanted to learn about the things I might see. The 
Doctor had already listened to my heart and chest 
using a stethoscope.

stethoscope

thermometer

measure for 
blood pressure
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Here I am in hospital 
with Mum and Teddy.

 I have my own bed,  
a cupboard for my things 

and curtains around 
my bed.
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The Doctor explained I wouldn’t 
feel anything during my operation 
because I will have a special sleep.  
A small opening would be made on my 
tummy and my poo would come out 
of there instead of my bottom.

The opening would look like a 
little red, round shiny blob and 
would be called a ‘stoma’.

Some children name their stoma. 
What would you call yours?

The Doctor came to 
explain what would 
happen during my 

operation

My special bag
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The Doctor also said that I would have a 
‘special’ nurse called a stoma care nurse who 
would look after me.

The stoma care nurse came to see me and 
showed me pictures of other children with 
stomas. This made me happy because I know 
that I am not the only one with a stoma.

She also told me and my Mum and Dad that she 
would teach us how to take care of my stoma.

Before my operation my tummy had to be 
empty so I did not have breakfast but I could 
have a little drink.

The sleep Doctor gave me and Teddy special 
medicine so we would stay fast asleep until the 
operation was finished.
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When I woke up after the operation I felt a bit 
wobbly. Mum, Dad and Teddy were there to give 
me a cuddle and I felt much better.

My stoma care nurse also came to see me  
and told me why I had stitches and said they 
were to help to hold the stoma on my tummy but 
would soon disappear.

The Doctor said I was not able to eat for a few 
days, just in case I was sick. I had to have special 
water to make me strong, which was passed 
through a tube in my arm.

I also had a special tube in my nose that went 
to my tummy.
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The tubes were taken away after a few days. 
Soon I was able to eat and my tummy felt 
better. I was also able to get out of bed and 
play in the playroom.

I did some painting and made new friends, 
no one knew I had a stoma.
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The stoma care nurse showed me and my 
parents how to clean round my stoma and put 
a special bag on. It didn’t hurt.

Me and my Mum 
and Dad practised 
caring for my 
stoma. The stoma 
care nurse said 
we were all 
very good and 
I was able to 
go home.
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Here I am at 
home wearing 
my special bag
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I was able to have a bath or a shower with my 
special bag on. I can even have a shower without 
it on.

I can also go 
swimming which makes 

me really happy.
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My Mum 
let special people know 
about my stoma so they 

could help me

My Mum met 
with my teacher 
and childminder 
and explained 
about my stoma 
and how to help 
me care for my 
stoma. 

I was scared to 
let them see my 
stoma but Mum 
said if they don’t 
understand then 
they can’t help 
me.

Now when I am at school or with my 
childminder I will have someone to 
help me care for my stoma.
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When I went back to school, I was worried 
about telling my friends about my stoma 
because I thought they might not want to play 
with me anymore or would laugh.

I remembered what the stoma care nurse had 
said to me in hospital. She had told me that I 
could tell them about my stoma to help them 
understand why children have stomas. 

She also said that if I didn’t want to tell them 
that was fine too. She explained that they 
would not know I had a stoma because they 
could not see it under my clothes.

This made me feel better.
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I decided with Mum and Dad that I wanted to 
tell my friends at school about my stoma so the 
teacher arranged for me to tell everyone in class. 
I told them that I now go to the toilet in a 
different way and that I am still me even though 
I have a stoma. This made me feel better and I 
was not scared to show my friends.

My teacher helped 
me tell my story. I said 

I could play just 
like them.
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I am able to play games and my bag does not get 
in the way. I empty my bag before I go out to 
play so it does not leak. I have as much fun as 
everyone else which makes me feel happy.
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Sometimes I do feel different, but I remember 
that I am still the same me. I am better and 
can do more things now than I did before 
my operation.

I am very happy now and have fun!
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Draw your own picture here of 
anything that makes you feel 
happy....
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